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The Don and Sybil Harrington
Cancer Center, in
Amarillo has provided Breast

and Cervical Cancer Control Pro-
gram (BCCCP) services in Texas
since the program began in 1991.
Harrington was recently invited by
the New Mexico Extension Service
to go to Clovis, New Mexico to do a
breast cancer screening.  Harrington
also has provided services to women
in Colorado for several years.
     The New Mexico BCCCP
previously provided BCCCP ser-

vices through a mobile van out of
Albuquerque. The American Can-
cer Society provided education to
these women.  When the mobile
service went out of business,
Harrington was contacted by
Cheryl Jordan of the New Mexico
BCCCP to provide services for the
entire state.
     “Due to the changes in Mam-
mography Quality Standards Act
(MQSA) rules, we are unable to
provide services for the entire state.
Films must be processed within 24

hours, so there’s a limit as to the
distance we can travel,” said Paula
Gibson, R.N., B.S.N., Director of
Women’s Center at Harrington.
     One of the clinics Harrington now
serves is in Santa Rosa, N.M., a 3 1/
2-hour drive from Amarillo.
Harringston staff provide breast
cancer screening at the hospital in
Santa Rosa.  They have requested for
Harrington to come back four times a
year to serve non-BCCCP women.
     “To meet the 24-hour deadline,
we go in the morning of one day and
run the clinic from 4:00 p.m. - 7:00
p.m., the following morning from 7:00
a.m. - 10:00 a.m. and then we drive
back to Amarillo to develop the film,”
Paula said.
   “The area is very rural and
underserved.  Our staff loves going
there because the clients are so
appreciative,” Paula said.

Harrington Cancer Center goes to New Mexico

NBLIC Honors Volunteers

Members of National Black Leadership Initiative on Cancer( NBLIC) --were
honored at a banquet in April for volunteering to help screen African American
women in the Tyler area. Pictured (left to right) are  Ann Beasley, retired school
teacher and volunteer, LINKS member, NBLIC VISTA volunteer coordinator; Mary
Lou Adams, University of Texas School of Nursing; Roxie Mayfield, retired
mammographer, NBLIC Chair, LINKS member; Carolyn Harvey, Director, NBLIC;
Dexter Dews, NBLIC volunteer, Winona ISD School Board.

Harrington continued on page 4
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BCCCP
Briefs

(((((     Who to Call & How to
        Reach Us...

General Information/Administration:
Margaret Méndez Robert Reeves
Shannon Burke Rhonnda Jones
Christina Rogers
Professional Education, Clinical
Services, Case Management:
Karen Knox Karen McAnarney
Claudia Himes
Public Information and Outreach:
Stephen Wright Andrea Littlefield
Data Collection and Maintenance:
Vincent Crawley Codie Prinz
Wanda Gibson Steve Johnson
June Browning Constance Holloway
Data Collection Forms
Wanda Gibson (pager 397-7361)
Cancer Epidemiology/Demographics:
Vacant
Billing:
Kathy Kokel Codie Prinz
Shannon Burke

Texas Department of Health
Breast & Cervical Cancer Control Program
1100 West 49th Street, G407
Austin, TX 78756-3199
(512) 458-7644
(800) 452-1955
(512) 458-7650 FAX
email:  margaret.mendez  (or other staff first
name, period and last name)@tdh.state.tx.us

Website Address

http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/bcccp/

Local Changes

Please write or call Rhonnda Jones, Adminis-
trative Technician,  at (800) 452-1955 with
ANY  changes in local telephone numbers, per-
sonnel or service delivery sites.  Thank you.

Mission
The mission of the Texas Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program is to reduce the

impact of breast and cervical cancer in Texas by promoting access to quality
information, screening, diagnosis and treatment in Texas communities.

Goal
The goal of the Texas Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program is to reduce

premature mortality from breast cancer and cervical cancer in Texas.

An email has been circulat-
ing over the Internet
which falsely links antiper-

spirant use with an increased risk of
breast cancer.  Even if the emails
come from a reliable source, experts
suggest that you should always look
to the medical evidence.
     Rumor:    The leading cause of
breast cancer is the use of
antiperspirant.
     FACT:    This is not true.  There
have been many extremely thorough
epidemiological studies of breast
cancer risk and they have not found
antiperspirant use to be a risk  for
developing breast cancer, much less
the “leading cause” of the disease.
     Rumor:    The human body has
a few areas that it uses to purge
toxins; behind the knees, behind
the ears, groin area, and armpits.
The toxins are purged in the form
of perspiration.  Antiperspirant,
as the name clearly indicates,
prevents the body from perspir-
ing, thereby inhibiting it from
purging toxins from below the
armpits.  This is said to cause
breast cancer.
     FACT:    Lymph nodes clear
some toxins from the body. The
American Cancer Society is not
aware of any evidence that shows
substances in deodorants or antiper-

spirants to be toxic or that cause
DNA damage that could lead to
cancer.  Such products are rigor-
ously tested before they can be
marketed.
     Rumor:   Nearly all breast
cancer tumors occur in the upper
outside quadrant of the breast
area.  This is precisely where the
lymph nodes are located.
     FACT:    About 50 percent of
breast cancers are in the upper outer
quadrant .  The breast quadrants are
not of equal size; the nipple is not in
the true center of the breast and a
significant amount of breast tissue,
called the “axillary tail” extends
toward the underarm.
    Rumor:    Additionally, men are
less likely (though not completely
exempt) to develop breast cancer
prompted by antiperspirant usage
because most of the antiperspi-
rant product is caught in their hair
and is not directly applied to the
skin.  Women who apply antiper-
spirant right after shaving in-
crease the risk further because
shaving causes almost impercep-
tible nicks in the skin which give
the chemicals entrance to the body
from the underarm area.

Do Antiperspirants Cause Breast
Cancer?

Antiperspirants continued on
page 4

Training

Rescreening Training is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 21 in Austin and
Wednesday, July 28 in Harlingen.  Con-
tact Christina Rogers, Admininstrative
Technician, at (800) 452-1955 to register.
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program such as nursing, case management, billing, data
or outreach.  Send questions to Andrea Littlefield, Infor-
mation Specialist, 1100 West 49th Street, Austin, TX
78756-3199.
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October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.  Each
year since 1997, the Breast

and Cervical Cancer Control Pro-
gram (BCCCP) with the American
Cancer Society (ACS) and the
Governer’s Commission for Women
has celebrated Breast Cancer
Awareness Day in Texas with the
Wreath Project.  The Wreath
Project has been successful in
increasing awareness about the
importance of early detection of
breast cancer.
    BCCCP hopes to have even more
communities participating than last
year.  BCCCP will send packets to
help providers organize the Wreath
Project in their communities.  The
Project entails obtaining support
from the County Commissioners or
other local officials for a place to

hang the wreath, an official procla-
mation and appearances. The pro-
vider also will design, create or find
assistance with the creation of the
wreath for the ceremony.  Providers
will organize speakers for the day
including a breast cancer survivor
from their community, and publicize
the event.
    In addition to the Wreath Project,
BCCCP will join ACS in again
promoting Tell-A-Friend Friday.
Every Friday in October, women will
be encouraged to call five of their
friends to remind them to get a
mammogam and breast examination.
     BCCCP offers to help you have
an extraordinary event.  If you need
assistance, contact Steve Wright,
Public Information Coordinator or
Andrea Littlefield, Information Spe-
cialist at (800) 452-1955.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month Just Around The Corner
Other Ideas for October

    Celebrating Life is sponsoring
Super Sunday at churches on
Sunday, October 11th.  Contact the
Celebrating Life Foundation for
more information  about this event at
P.O. Box 224076, Dallas, Texas
75222-4076 or call (800) 207-
0992 or visit their website at http://
www.celebratinglife.org.

     The Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation sponsors the
yearly Lee Denim Day to raise
money for breast cancer research
and education.   The event is
scheduled for Friday, October 8th.
Last year, the event raised over $5.5
million, so gather all your officemates
and wear jeans that day!  Register at
http://www.denimday.com or call
(800) 688-8508 for more informa-
tion.

     Send for your Breast Cancer
Awareness Month Promotion Kit.
The kit contains ideas to promote
breast cancer awareness in your
community.  Request a kit by visiting
the website at http://www.nbcam.org/
index.html or write National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month Program,
Attention: Healthsite Guide, c/o
Zeneca Pharmaceuticals, P.O. Box
15437, Wilmington, DE 19850-
5437.

When a women returns for her annual screen-
ing , can we bill the 99203 office visit?

The 99203 office visit is for new patients only.
This is a one-time charge reserved for the
woman’s first Program-funded screening.
The correct office visit for return annual
screenings would be the 99214 which is set
up for established patients.
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Commitment
A monthly bulletin

Send news/information to:
Texas Department of Health
Breast & Cervical Cancer Control Program
1100 West 49th Street
Austin, TX 78756-3199
Telephone:  (800) 452-1955
Fax:  (512) 458-7650
Email:  andrea.littlefield@tdh.state.tx.us

Women Served:
112,453

Breast Screenings:
139,306

Cervical Screenings:
103,654

Breast Cancers:
715

Cervical Carcinoma in situ:
1532

Invasive Cervical Cancer:
53

*As of June 9, 1999

Important
Dates

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

July
July 15 - Commitment survey due
July 21 - Rescreening Training
Austin
July 28 - Rescreening Training
 Harlingen

August
August 27 - LBJ’s Birthday
 State Office Closed

September
September - Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month
September 1 - New Rescreening
Policy goes into effect
September 6 - Labor Day
State Office Closed

October
October - Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month
October 1- Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Day (Wreath Project)

BCCCP Statistics*

     FACT:   About 1 percent of breast
cancers are found in men.  Hormonal
factors play a role.  Deodorants or
antiperspirants are not cancer risk
factors to men or women.  Razor nicks
can increase the risk of infection, but
not cancer.

      “There is absolutely no scientific
evidence that antiperspirants cause or
even increase a woman’s risk for
breast cancer,” said Debbie Saslow,
Ph.D., director of breast and cervical
cancer for the American Cancer

     Harrington has three fully staffed
mobile units.  They are able to perform
the additional screenings in the
summer since they are not as busy in
Texas.  Each unit can perform 20 - 25
screenings a day.
    “We couldn’t go in October,
November and December because
we’re extremenly busy  here, but in the
spring and summer, we have more

Society.  “Unfortunately, the
‘leading’ risk factors for breast
cancer are things that women
cannot do anything about: being a
woman, aging and having personal
or family history of breast cancer.”
     “The most effective action
women can do to protect them-
selves is to get yearly mammograms.
Although this won’t prevent breast
cancer, it will give women the best
chance of detecting cancer early
when it is easier to treat,” Saslow
said.

continued from page 2

time,” Paula said.
     For more information about
Harrington’s services, contact
Paula Gibson, R.N., B.S.N.,
Director of Women’s Center at
(806) 359-4673.

continued from page 1

Antiperspirants and Breast Cancer

Harrington Goes to New Mexico


